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Junior exercise science major Daniel Garcia II fires his air cannon during Bongo Ball Mania during last
Wednesday in the REK Center.

Christopher Peña/collegian photos

Sophomore management major Oscar Lopez protects himself by shooting from behind an inflatable barrier.

About 200 students attended the event sponsored by Student Life and Campus Recreation. Bongo Ball Mania is the amalgamation of American gladiators, laser tag and paintball. The
game provides air cannons that shoot Nerf balls, replacing the traditional paintball gun. For more photos, see Page 15 or visit us online at utbcollegian.com.

President’s golf cart stolen
Vehicle last seen parked near Old Morgue

ON THE WEB

MIGUEL ANGEL ROBERTS/collegian

A senior art major works on his piece during the senior exhibit class, in which
concern arose regarding the space for the show.
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The golf cart used by UT-Brownsville
President Juliet V. García has been stolen,
according to a Campus Police report.

WHO DUN IT?
See the cartoon, Page 4.
The vehicle was reported missing
on Jan.3 and was last seen Dec. 19 in a
charging station near the Old Morgue, the
report states.
A staff member told Campus Police
that she asked an employee to unplug the
golf cart on Dec. 20 from the Old Morgue
charging station for the holiday break.
However, the employee did not remember
whether she unplugged the vehicle or not.
The golf cart did not have a steering wheel

lock or other lock on it.
The golf cart is white, fits five passengers,
has three rows for seating with “rolledup rain covers, has a UT System seal on
it and has no TSC markings,” the report
states. The estimated value of the vehicle
is $6,000.
The reporting officer advised the staff
members that in the future to have a lock
on the cart to prevent theft.
Veronica Cortez, an administrative
assistant for the President’s Office, told
The Collegian last Thursday that García’s
golf cart has not been replaced.
No evidence was found indicating
where the golf cart might be and no tools
that could have been used in the theft
were discovered.
Campus Police searched the area
around Gorgas Hall and the Old Morgue
as well as other areas across campus and
along the border fence. All guards were
advised to be on the lookout and U.S.
Border Patrol agents were also informed
of the situation.

Senior Exhibit class may
have third art show
By Miguel Angel Roberts
The Collegian

Art
studio
majors
enrolled in Visual Arts
Professor Carlos G. Gómez’s
senior exhibit class were
concerned about limited
space in the Art Gallery at
Rusteberg Hall.
Gómez’s class requires
students to produce five
new art pieces and allows
them to choose their
medium specialty.
The
artists
have
creative control over their
presentations.
“There is no restriction
on what the student can
do,” Gómez said. “At the
end of the year, we usually
schedule for two weeks for
student shows, Senior Show
I and Senior Show II.”
The
professor
and

Rusteberg Art Gallery
Director Samantha García
are considering a third
senior show during final
exams because of the
number of students in the
class this semester.
Nine students are in
the class and some were
concerned that they would
not have enough space to
display their large artwork.
“As far as all the students,
we are OK with [a third
show],” senior art major
Andrew Moncada said. “We
just want everybody to have
enough space to show off
their work.”
Working to create a
balanced art exhibit is the
goal, according to Gómez, a
professional art curator.
With a third show added,
students will have more

See SHOW, Page 6
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Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

Fri.

Ranger Walk
Palo Alto Battlefield
National Historic Park
will host a ranger
walk at 10 a.m. Details
about the U.S.-Mexican
War will be discussed.
Admission is free. For
more information, call
541-2785, Ext 333.

ZooZoo
The Arts Center’s
Signature Series
presents “ZooZoo,”
a performance that
takes the viewer into
an imaginary world
where entertainers
dressed as animals
perform acrobatics,
physical comedy
and illusions set to
original music. For
more information, call
882-8587.

Under the Big Top
The Brownsville
Chamber of
Commerce presents
The Kelly Miller Circus
at 6 p.m. in the Paseo
de la Resaca (near the
intersection of Ruben
Torres Boulevard and
Paredes Line Road).
See elephants, tigers,
horses and circus
performers in action.
Presale tickets are
$10 at the BCC, $14 at
the door.

‘Xanadu’
The Camille
Playhouse presents
“Xanadu” at 8 p.m. at
1 Dean Porter Park.
The musical features
a quest by a goddess
who travels to Earth
to start a roller disco.
Ticket prices are $5,
$10 and $15. For more
information, call 5428900.

Mon.
“Translation Nation”
Author Visits
Hector Tobar,
author of the Pulitzer
Prize-winning book,
“Translation Nation,”
which discusses
the nation’s growing
Hispanic population,
will speak from 3 to
4 p.m. in the Student
Union’s Gran Salon.
Admission is free.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

‘DIFFICULT LEADERS’
The Office of Student Life hosts the second
installment of its iLead series, titled “Dealing
with Difficult Leaders,” from 1 to 2 p.m. today
in the Student Union’s Salón Bougainvillea. The
iLead series is for student organizations. For
more information, call Student Development
Specialist Stephen Cisneros at 882-5139.
‘MY MIND WENT BLANK’
The Student Success Center will host
“My Mind Went Blank” from noon to 1 p.m.
and 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Wednesday in Tandy
Hall 113. Students will learn strategies for
increasing memory and concentration. For more
information, call the Student Success Center at
882-8292.
'XANADU' MUSICAL & PROM
The Camille
Lightner
Playhouse
introduces Brownsville to a Greek muse’s quest
to establish a roller disco in an adaptation of
Robert Greenwald’s cult classic, “Xanadu.” The
musical will be presented Friday and Saturday
and Feb. 17-19 in the Camille Playhouse, 500
Ringgold St. A 21+ Xanadu Prom will be held
at 8 p.m. Saturday in the playhouse’s DeStefano
Room. Expect a prom atmosphere complete with
chaperones, posed photographs, karaoke, disco
ball, disc jockey and dance floor. Vintage prom
wear is encouraged. For more information, call
542-8900 or visit www.camilleplayhouseonline.
com.
ROBOT TAKEOVER
The International Museum of Art and
Science will host a ribbon-cutting ceremony for
its new exhibit, “Robots + Us,” starting at noon
Saturday. “Robots + Us” is an interactive exhibit
that challenges the viewer to imagine a future of
artificial intelligence. IMAS is located at 1900
Nolana in McAllen. For more information, call
682-0123 or visit www.imasonline.org.
BLack history month event
The Gospel Mass Choir, under the
direction of Minister Donald Hamm, will
perform at 6 p.m. Feb. 13 in the SET-B Lecture
Hall. Admission is free. For more information,
call Brenda Valero at 882-5742.
UTB HEARTS VALENTINE’S DAY
The Office of Student Life, Campus
Activities Board, UTB Radio and The
Collegian will host “Blog Love” and “Cupid’s
Corner” from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Feb. 14 in the
Student Union’s Gran Salón. “Blog Love” will
begin at 10 a.m. and will be a festival that
features live blog content and an opportunity for
students to voice their opinions. “Cupid’s Corner”
will begin at noon and will feature Honolulu
comedian Shawn Felipe. Other scheduled
events such as mock wedding ceremonies,

POLICE REPORTS

speed dating, a chocolate fountain and live
music featuring Knights of Phoenix and Tzu
Gardens will take place simultaneously. For
more information, call the Office of Student Life
at 882-5138 or UTB Radio at 882-5838.
LATINO LEADERSHIP SERIES
José Ángel Gutiérrez, a UT-Arlington
political science professor, will speak at noon
Feb. 15 in the Student Union’s Gran Salón.
Gutiérrez is a Chicano activist from the Chicano
Movement of the 1960s who co-founded such
organizations as the Mexican American Youth
Organization (MAYO) and the Raza Unida
Party of Texas. The lecture is sponsored by the
Student Union. For more information, call the
Student Union at 882-5033.
JOHN LEGUIZAMO
John Leguizamo, famous for his role as the
“drag princess” Chi Chi Rodríguez in “To Wong
Foo …” and Tybalt Capulet in Shakespeare’s
“Romeo and Juliet,” will perform his awardwinning comedy act “Ghetto Klown” at 8 p.m.
Feb. 21 at the McAllen Convention Center
Auditorium, located at 1300 S. 10th St. Ticket
prices range from $29.75 to $49.75. To purchase
tickets, call Ticketmaster at (800) 745-3000.
CHARRO DAYS GOLF CARTS
The Office of Student Life will host the
annual Mr. Amigo Golf Cart Parade at 10
a.m. Feb. 23. The procession will start on the
Student Union lawn and proceed down the
Paseo to the Arts Center. Student organizations
are encouraged to participate in the event. A
$100 prize will be awarded to the most spirited
student organization golf cart. Up to six golf
carts will be provided to departments and
organizations on a first come first serve basis
at no charge. Golf carts are not required to
participate in the parade. For more information,
call Student Development Specialist Stephen
Cisneros at 882-5139.
ARTOPIA DEADLINE
The Student Union is looking for student
artists interested in submitting artwork for the
2012 Artopia event to be held from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. March 5 in the Student Union Gran Salón.
The deadline for submission is Feb. 27. For more
information, call the Student Union at 8825033.
BILL COSBY
Comedian Bill Cosby will perform at 8 p.m.
April 13 at the State Farm Arena, at South 10th
Street in Hidalgo. Cosby, whose career spans
five decades and is most notably known for the
popular ’80s sitcom, “The Cosby Show.” Ticket
prices range from $42 to $57. To purchase
tickets, call Ticketmaster at (800) 745-3000.

The following are among the incidents reported to Campus Police between
Jan.23 and 26.
Monday, Jan.23
9:52 a.m.: A student reported that he wanted to get a new parking
permit because he lost his. He lost the sticker when he got his windshield
replaced after it was struck by an eagle on his way to Kingsville.
Tuesday, Jan.24
11 a.m.: A staff member from the Office of the Provost reported that
the university’s president had received a strange fax from a man. The fax
stated that several Texas politicians and UTB President Juliet V. García
needed to pay him for damages by Valentine’s Day 2012. It said the UTPan American and UT-Brownsville presidents owed him $724,000
each and Texas Gov. Rick Perry owed him $7.24 million. Campus Police
reported that this is the third time a fax is sent by the man. Campus Police
was going to request an arrest warrant for the man.
12:36 p.m.: A Barnes & Noble Bookstore employee reported that a man
stole a book. The employee said that he saw the man walk in empty-

Sat.

Sun.

Sick/Sea at the ‘Moon’ Financial Aid Workshop
The Office of
The Crescent Moon
Financial Aid will
hosts Sick/Sea,
host a free financial
Airplane Noise!, The
aid workshop from
Counterparts, Bartalk
2-4 p.m. in the Tandy
and Tzu Gardens
Hall lobby. Students
from 7 to 11:30 p.m.
attending the event
at 722 E. 11th St. in
should have their
Brownsville. Cost of
income tax return for
admission is to be
2011 completed to
determined at night
participate.
of show.

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers are being sought for 52nd annual
Rio Grande Valley Regional Science and
Engineering Fair on March 2 and 3, to be held
on the UTB/TSC campus. Volunteers will work
both days assisting with project setup, guiding
visitors and ensuring complete paperwork.
For more information, call Hugo Montes,
administrative secretary of the College of
Science, Mathematics and Technology, at 8826676.
CALL FOR PARTICIPANTS
Those interested in learning to relieve stress
and the art of handling mind and life are invited to
sign up for a Youth Empowerment Seminar
(YES+), a program that addresses depression,
high-level stress, suicide and violence. YES+
is an educational and life skill course that
incorporates yoga, breathing exercises and
meditation in a fun process that helps increase
confidence, focus, concentration, efficiency and
improve interpersonal relationships. For more
information on YES+, visit http://us.yesplus.org.
To sign up, email sweta.kumar@artofliving.org,
or call 550-8672 or 579-4811.
‘CALIFORNIA DReaming’
California is big but UTB students are
running all over the state this semester through
a simulation program called “California
Marathon.” The program consists of a total of
136 miles starting from Los Angeles and ending
in San Diego. Participants will track the miles
they run on the treadmill and prizes will be
awarded to those who accomplish 32, 75 and 136
miles. For more information or to sign up, visit
the REK Center’s upper fitness desk.
SCORPION LAW SOCIETY
The Scorpion Law Society meets at 5
p.m. every Friday in Cardenas Hall South 110
(location may be subject to change). For more
information, call SLS Secretary Miriam
Aguayo at 203-2908.
FREE TAX Return PREPARATION
Taxpayers who have low or limited income
(under $49,000), individuals with disabilities,
non-English speaking and elderly taxpayers
can receive help to complete their tax returns.
Volunteers will be available from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays, 10
a.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesdays and Wednesdays and
9 a.m. to noon on Saturdays in room F9 of the
ITEC Center, 301 Mexico Blvd. The service will
continue through April 14, but will be closed
during Spring Break. For more information, call
882-4108.
--Compiled by Michelle Serrano

handed and grab a composition book from one of the shelves and get in
line. He said that he figured the man was going to pay so he directed his
attention elsewhere until he saw the man walk out of the line and leave the
bookstore with the book. They were unable to stop the man, who fled in a
Chevrolet Camaro.
1:45 p.m.: A UTB/TSC faculty member reported that a student flipped
her middle finger at her in Lot Y. She said that the student had parked next
to her and she advised her that she should move her car so she wouldn’t
get a ticket. The student told her that she parks there all the time and then
flicked the professor. The finger flicker’s car was booted to identify the
student. The student will be referred to the dean of students.
Thursday, Jan. 26
6:28 p.m.: A student reported that someone reached into her vehicle and
stole her parking permit while it was parked in Lot AB on Jan.19. She said
she had left the front passenger window rolled down and that she wanted
to press charges if the suspect was found.
--Compiled by Samantha Ruiz
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Interpreting
the HOP’s language
MIGUEL ANGEL ROBERTS/collegian

Student Government Association President Arturo Guerra and SGA adviser Heather Olague count votes for the senator pro tem
election during last Tuesday’s meeting. Yareli Iglecias won the election.

SGA nominates, elects 2 new officers
By Michelle Serrano
THE COLLEGIAN

The Student Government Association
began its Tuesday session with the
nomination and election of vice president
of policy and procedures.
Junior psychology and English major
Marisol Cervantes, the senator pro tem,
was the sole person nominated for the
position. In a unanimous vote, the SGA
voted to appoint Cervantes.
“My duties are basically going to be to
keep order in the meetings and to take
attendance and if there is anything out of
order during the meetings, I will be there
to point it out,” she said.
Vice President of Administration
Normalinda Reyna called for a nomination
of a new senator pro tem. The senate went
into a five-minute recess before calling for
nominations.
Without pause, Cervantes fell into her
new role by making a motion to amend
the agenda to allow for nominations and
elections.
Three students were nominated for
the position: freshman education major
Elizabeth Ayala, Mauricio Garcia and
Yareli Iglecias, followed by a silent vote
resulting in a run-off election between
Garcia and Iglecias.
After some initial confusion on the vote
count, it was determined that Iglecias had
received the majority and would be the
new SGA senator pro tem. She was not
sworn in during the session.
iPad winners
The SGA presented Apple iPads to the
winners of the evaluation form contest
conducted last semester. More than 7,000
students entered the drawing to win the
iPads, with President Arturo Guerra,
SGA Vice President of Administration
Normalinda Reyna and Vice President

SGA MEETINGS

When: 3:15 p.m. every Tuesday
Where: Student Organization Room 2.10A
Phone: 882-5877
Email: sga@utb.edu
of Accounting and Finance Pedro Rangel
selecting the winners during the Jan. 24
session.
Winners Iris Sanchez, Francisco Presa
and Andrea Garcia were present during
the ceremony. Senior respiratory major
Presa was happy about the occasion,
saying that the forms he filled out were not
a bother and “I always do it right away.”
In other business, Reyna announced
that the positions of senator at large,
freshman senator, College of Liberal Arts
senator, two School of Business senators,
two College of Education and three
College of Nursing senators are vacant.
Those interested may contact Guerra.
During the Adviser’s Corner, Judicial
Affairs Coordinator David Marquez
reminded the SGA that the speech and
expression amendments for Handbook of
Operating Procedures Section 6.5.9 are
still pending review.
“I hope you take the time to review it
and at some point be ready to take action
on it,” Marquez said, adding that other
portions of the HOP are also pending
review and action.

See the
redesigned
UTBCOLLEGIAN.COM

Live Here, Save Money!

Officials from the Dean of Students Office presented a draft version of the university's new Handbook of Operating Procedures
to the Student Government Association so they could review it and recommend any changes.

By Michelle Serrano
THE COLLEGIAN

The Student Government Association’s
task for interpreting the proposed changes
to the “Expression and Assembly” section
of the HOP relies on a discriminating eye
for detail.
Pages 6-7 contain “governing principles”
for speech, expression and assembly,
which demonstrates allowable content for
speech. The subsection of interest in the
HOP, cited as D-3, cites section 80104 of
the UT Board of Regents rules, prohibiting
“obscene, libelous, or directed to inciting
or producing imminent lawless action.”
The U.S. Supreme Court set precedent
with Brandenburg v. Ohio (1969), utilizing
a two-pronged test for defining obscene,
libelous or directed to inciting or producing
imminent lawless action that defined
unlawful speech:
Speech can be prohibited if it is “directed
at inciting or producing imminent
lawless action and (2) it is likely to incite
or produce such action.” The ruling for
Brandenburg showed that prior restraint
on certain political speech infringed
on Brandenburg’s rights to free speech,
despite the opinion of others, because
there was no language in the Ohio law that
described how political speech could incite
lawless action.
The burden of proof would rely on the
university to show that something is
indeed, obscene, libelous or promoting
lawless actions. In cases such as obscenity,
the definition becomes even more difficult
to interpret, especially because obscenity
is impossible to define.

Obscenity’s difficulties in definition
have since been left to Miller v. California
(1973), which leaves interpretation of
obscenity to the community rather than
national standards.
According to the local daily, Brownsville
has a strong tradition of not discussing
sex. The implications of a community that
is uncomfortable with discussing sexual
situations compounded with the lack of
sex education in public schools creates a
slippery slope in terms of defining obscene
material.
Disruption
Pages 12-13 of the draft HOP
amendments contain guidelines for the
interpretation of the term “disruption,”
with Page 13’s disruption bylaw No. 4
seemingly giving a broad interpretation of
what may be construed as disruption:
“Potentially disruptive events can often
proceed without disruption if participants,
administrators, and law enforcement
officials cooperate to avoid disruption
without stopping the event. In cases of
marginal or unintentional disruption,
administrators and law enforcement
officials should clearly state what they
consider disruptive and seek voluntary
compliance before stopping the event or
resorting to disciplinary charges or arrest.”
The passage requires responsibility on
both ends, stating that “administrators
and law enforcement officials cooperate
to avoid disruption” with those who
participate in said events, which raises
flags on who has the last word. In a society
that is recovering from frivolous laws, like
Texas’ “It is illegal to take more than three

See POLICY, Page 6
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What’s your favorite
part of the Super Bowl?
Commercials

“My favorite part is always the
commercials, and spending time
with my family, while they are
all watching [the Super Bowl].”

Paul Wilson
Freshman business major

Halftime show

“My favorite part of the Super Bowl is
always the halftime. The artists
come and start singing and stuff,
and all the people get excited
about the game. … You get to
hear different [performances]
of the artists, different types of
music, like rock, pop or hip-hop,
whatever is in the Billboard.”

Eduardo Zermeño
Freshman radiologic technology major

Madonna’s performance

“The halftime show, I love the performance, the
more music the better. I’ve been a fan
of [Madonna] for quite some time,
now, so if she’s [performing]
better for me. I hope to sit down
and see the whole show this
time.”

Erika Medina
Freshman radiologic technology major

Hanging out

“Well, the best part is just watching
the game and being with your
friends and having a good time.”

Carlos Hernandez
Sophomore nursing major

TWEET IT
Tell us your beef
via Twitter.
Just use #mybeef
and mention us,
@utbcollegian.
Do it now!
--Compiled by Marlane Ashley Rodriguez
--Photos by Miguel Angel Roberts

Who’s hearing the fracking complaints
to ask why Fox, with his controversial documentary,
was told to leave and given such a hard time by the
COLLEGIAN EDITOR
chair of the House subcommittee on Science, Space and
Technology, Andy Harris (R-Md).
There is an absurdity in modern American politics:
If you don’t know about fracking, watch “Gasland.”
The common good is no longer at the forefront of
The
process was invented by the oilfield services giant
policymaking. If the common interest of
Halliburton.
It allows humans to tap into natural gas
Americans contradicts what big business
reservoirs that could not be reached before because of
wants, we’re left gasping for our last
shale deposits that hindered access. The process utilizes
breath, mumbling complaints no one who
tons of chemicals and millions of gallons of water.
can help will hear.
The documentary captures the
Maybe not
plight of hundreds of people who
everyone, though.
have cancer or other complications
Last week Joshua
because of the suspected leakage
Fox, director of
of fracking chemicals into
“Gasland,” the Oscar-nominated
underground water aquifers. Tap
documentary that takes the
water can be lit with matches
viewer across the U.S. to see
in some places because it’s so
the consequences of drilling for
contaminated, which the movie
natural gas, was arrested as he
is now famous for capturing on
attempted to record a House of
camera.
Representatives subcommittee
John Fenton
DemocracyNow! covered the
Wyoming farmer and chair of the Pavillion Area Concerned Citizens
hearing on hydraulic fracturing
story
at length Thursday. The show
(or fracking), the process used
reported that no victims of the
to extract natural gas from deep within the ground.
contamination testified at the hearing, but gas industry
The committee was to review a draft report by the
lobbyists
did. John Fenton, a Wyoming farmer and chair
Environmental Protection Agency that linked water
of
the
Pavillion
Area Concerned Citizens, told his story
contamination in Wyoming to the chemicals used in
to DemocracyNow!
fracking.
He discussed how his community noticed methane
Fox did not have the “proper credentials” to record
bubbling
in the water, which caused local livestock to
the meeting, so the police showed up and arrested
die.
him. Oddly enough, his arrest was caught on a cell
phone camera from someone in the audience, and
See FRACK, Page 6
congressional hearings are open to the public. One has

By Rene Cardona Jr.

It even got to
“
the point where we
were accused of
contaminating our
own water.”

Commemorating our unsung heroes
Editor's Note: In honor of Black History Month, every week, The Collegian will run an inspirational story
written by students in Amy Frazier's English 1301 class.
“I began the first week of
the semester, commemorating
Martin Luther King Jr., an iconic
figure and role model to many
in American society, by asking
my Composition I students to
write a brief paper during class
about their favorite role models
and people who inspired them.
The vast majority of the students
wrote about their parents.
Spellbound and riveted, I realized
many students had a story to tell
and could tell a good story. These
stories offer hope and inspiration
to those searching for purpose
and meaning to life during a

flagging economy rife with uncertainty.”
--Amy Frazier
Assistant Professor, English Department
In all honesty, I was a “thug.” From
the music I listened [to], to the clothes
I wore, I was headed in all the wrong
directions. My parents were nowhere
near to being proud of me. I did drugs,
fought all the time, and even committed
crimes that no one knows about. At one
point, this boy named Luis Mejia walked
into my life back in the sixth grade. At
first, I did not like him at all, and I would
torment him all the time, but for some
reason, he never gave up on me. One day,
I was playing basketball and then Mejia

came out of nowhere and started playing.
Unexpectedly, it turns out he was good at
it, too. We made a team for the summer,
and from then on, we were best friends.
However, there was one statement Mejia
told me that I could never get out of my
head, “You can be anything you want to
be.” I never knew simple words could
mean so much. I never thought I would
make it past high school, let alone be in
college. To this day, Mejia and I are best
friends, and I have no idea where I would
be if he never showed up in my life.
Bobby Rocha
English 1301.04
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Democrats may get lengthy Republican primary race
By Ken Thomas

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WA SHI NGT ON- President
Obama
has
long relished a draggedout Republican primary
contest that would leave
the eventual GOP nominee
battered before the fall
election.
He might be getting his
wish, a prospect that is firing
up Democrats, galvanizing
their ranks and boosting
fundraising pitches and
requests for volunteers.
“They’ve awakened some
sleeping giants,” said Ira
Leesfield, a Miami attorney
and a longtime Democratic
fundraiser.
As the GOP voting shifts
to contests in the Midwest
and West, front-runner
Mitt Romney’s chief rival,
Newt Gingrich, is attacking
him at every turn and
pledging to stay in the
race well into the spring.
And Romney is paying a
price for it: The former
Massachusetts governor’s
negative perceptions among
voters have climbed in
recent weeks, a trend that
could hurt him in a general
election matchup with
Obama.
“The Florida primary
will be a turning point in
this race--the other side is
looking at what could be
months of brutal, negative

tactics that turn people
off to politics altogether,”
Obama campaign manager
Jim Messina said in
a fundraising pitch to
supporters.
The Obama campaign’s
most recent fundraising
report showed it had more
than $80 million in the
bank, a healthy sum for the
coming year.
Democrats--and Obama
specifically--are no stranger
to drawn-out fights. Hillary
Rodham Clinton didn’t drop
out of the race until June
2008, but both candidates
avoided driving up their
negative ratings.
Obama’s team is trying
to take advantage of the
extra time in this election
year, using the next
several weeks to focus on
his best political asset:
being president. Obama is
filling his time with a postState of the Union agenda
underscoring the themes
of his re-election bid. That
means pushing ideas with
mainstream appeal, like
helping struggling families
refinance their homes or
pay for the kids’ college
education.
It also means not directly
engaging Romney for now
because to do so would
make Obama look more
like a presidential candidate
than the man running
the country. But that has

not stopped Obama from
making
not-so-subtle
digs at Romney last week
for his views on the auto
industry bailout and home
foreclosures.
“It is wrong for anybody to
suggest that the only option
for struggling, responsible
homeowners is to sit and
wait for the housing market
to hit bottom,” Obama
said in Falls Church, Va.,
last Wednesday in a clear
reference to comments
Romney made to a Las
Vegas newspaper last year.
Romney’s negative ratings
have climbed in recent
weeks. Polling by NBC News
and the Wall Street Journal
showed that 36 percent had
a negative feeling toward
Romney, compared with
31 percent having positive
feelings for him. A separate
poll by ABC News and the
Washington Post found
49 percent had a negative
impression of Romney, a
jump of nearly 20 points
since September.
Democrats point to a
growing storyline about
Romney’s work as a top
executive for Bain Capital,
a private equity firm, and
soft support among ardent
conservatives.
Obama
deputy campaign manager
Stephanie Cutter noted in
a memo Wednesday that a
recent Pew Research poll
found nearly 3 in 5 GOP

Trump endorses Romney
Associated Press
LAS VEGAS--Donald Trump on
Thursday announced his endorsement
of Mitt Romney for president, saying the
former Massachusetts governor is “not
going to allow bad things to continue to
happen to this country we all love.”
The reality show host and real estate
mogul appeared with Romney and his
wife, Ann, at a packed news conference
at the Las Vegas hotel that bears Trump’s
name.
Romney said he was honored to receive
the endorsement, but hoped even more to
win the endorsement of Nevada voters.
The state held presidential caucuses last
Saturday. Results were not available at
press time.
The endorsement came after a topsyturvy set of events that suggested Trump
might endorse Newt Gingrich.
Gingrich’s camp had been so confident
of winning the real estate mogul’s backing
that it had leaked word Trump would
support the former House speaker.
Speaking with reporters before the
announcement, Trump said he had several
meetings with Romney during the last
several months and that those meetings
helped influence his decision about an
endorsement.
He also cited Romney’s debate
performances and tough stance on China
as reasons.
Trump, who publicly had expressed lessthan-enthusiastic support for Romney,
said his past comments were a reflection
of not knowing the former Massachusetts
governor very well.
“I never knew him. I knew of him and
respected him, but I really got to know him
over the past few months,” Trump said.
“I’ve had numerous meetings with him.”
Gingrich’s camp was so confident of
Trump’s endorsement that those close to

the former House speaker confirmed it
Wednesday night for news organizations,
including the AP. One of those officials
said Trump had “sent signals” to Gingrich
that he would support him. That individual
declined Thursday to elaborate on what
those signals were.
On a tour of a Las Vegas manufacturing
facility Thursday, Gingrich made clear he
wasn’t getting Trump’s backing.
“No,” the former House speaker
replied when asked if he was expecting
Trump’s endorsement. He added that he
was amazed at the attention Trump was
getting.
The real estate mogul and reality TV show
host is known for being unpredictable, and
the circuslike atmosphere surrounding
the planned endorsement almost seemed
designed to gin up interest in the event.
Trump had mused as recently as last
month about running for president as
an independent and, in interviews, has
suggested that he wasn’t enthusiastic
about Romney’s candidacy.
In an interview with CNN last April,
Trump dismissed Romney as a “small
business guy” and suggested Bain Capital,
the venture capital firm where Romney
made his millions, had bankrupted
companies and destroyed jobs.
“He’d buy companies, he’d close
companies, he’d get rid of jobs,” Trump
said of Romney.
Romney has staked his candidacy on
his credentials as a businessman and has
pushed back at Gingrich and other rivals
who have criticized Bain’s practices.
Romney also turned down an invitation
to participate in a presidential debate
that Trump planned to moderate in Iowa
in December. Trump canceled the debate
after all the candidates except Gingrich
and Santorum refused to participate.
Trump has played an unusually

See TRUMP, Page 6
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Republican presidential candidates Newt Gingrich (left) and Mitt Romney share a laugh before the Republican presidential debate
at Oakland University in Auburn Hills, Miss., last November.

primary voters wanted
another candidate to enter
the race.
“You’ve got a lot of
Republicans
who
are
disenchanted with the
‘supposed’ nominee in Mitt
Romney,” said Morgan
Jackson, a North Carolinabased Democratic strategist.
“As somebody who worked
for John Kerry in 2004,
we’ve seen this on our side.
There were a lot of folks who
liked John Kerry and voted
for John Kerry but really
wanted to be with somebody
else.”
Romney,
addressing
supporters in Tampa, Fla.,
dismissed suggestions that a

lengthy primary fight would
hurt his party’s chances in
the fall.
“A competitive primary
does not divide us, it
prepares us, and we will
win,” he said.
But Gingrich gave no
indication of bowing out
anytime soon. His campaign
even distributed signs at his
Florida primary night rally
that declared, “46 States to
Go.”
In Florida, Leesfield
said the negative ads “put
me into high gear.” He had
planned to raise money for
Obama, but said he was
now “exponentially more”
interested in encouraging

his fundraising network to
give to Obama’s campaign.
In Nevada, Erin BilbrayKohn, a Democratic National
Committee member, said
the Republican contest had
boosted interest among
Democrats organizing their
volunteer base. “They’re
watching the Republicans
and they want to do
something and what they
can do right now is work
their precincts,” she said.
Democrats have plenty
of bad news on their side.
The nation’s unemployment
rate has consistently topped
8 percent during Obama’s

See RACE, Page 6
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Continued from Page 1
space to work with.
“Gómez has done it before with 11
students, so I know we will be in good
hands to figure out something,” said Tiffany
Gutiérrez, a senior art major who will have
sculptures, drawings and paintings.
Asked about the benefit of having a third
senior show, Gómez replied: “You know
what you can put in your closet, so whatever
you’re making is going to be customized to

POLICY

Continued from Page 3

sips of beer at a time while standing,” the
vague nature of rules leave interpretation
to policy administrators and enforcers
alone.
The portent of the text, especially the
term “marginal,” which has synonyms
such as insignificant,
low,
minimal,
minor, negligible, on the edge, peripheral,
rimming and small, indicates the level
of scrutiny that may be applied to a free
speech event.
Based upon this specific bylaw, if
interested parties seek to utilize their right
to free speech and expression, they must
do so carefully, as any marginal misstep
could equate to misunderstandings
and potential conflict. While vague, the
marginality of a word such as “marginal”
makes a huge difference in practice.
Even vaguer is the permissibility of
activities that are not articulated. If
administrators or law enforcement should
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fit properly in your closet.”
Having a third show would reduce the
crowdedness of the art pieces, leaving more
options for Gómez to curate the exhibits
and their aesthetics.
Gómez and García will continue to look at
the logistics of having a third show for the
art majors.
“Honestly, I would prefer the third show
because what it does by having more wall
space or floor space [is] [the students] might
put in a sixth piece or seventh piece,” he
said.

protest a marginal issue, should it have
prior documentation in the HOP or should
the rules be reactionary to each situation?
Prior restraint may be taken in
acts of speech on campus based upon
the vagueness of page 13’s disruption
bylaw (No. 4). According to http://
lega l- d ic t iona r y.t hef re e d ic t iona r y.
com/Prior+Restraint, prior restraint is
“an attempt to prevent publication or
broadcast of any statement, which is an
unconstitutional restraint on free speech
and free press (even in the guise of antinuisance ordinance …)” adding that “the
ban on prior restraint allows publication
of libel, slander, obvious untruths, antigovernment diatribes, racial and religious
epithets, and almost any material, except
if public security or public safety is
endangered.”
Free speech takes priority with the
potential for slander and libel to be dealt
with accordingly in a court of law through
the utilization of prosecution for criminal
intent.

FRACK

the water has always been bad out here.’
Or, it even got to the point where we
were accused of contaminating our own
Continued from Page 4
water.”
“The state of Wyoming has insisted all
Now, why are the people who are
along that there’s nothing wrong going
supposed to be protecting us allowing
on here in Pavillion, Wyoming,” Fenton
injustice to happen? Of course, it’s
told DemocracyNow! “And a lot of times
happened in all societies, but we live
what they would do is they would show up in the 21st century. Money is more
with--you know, we’d have a Department pervasive in politics now since the
of Environmental Quality staff person
Citizens United ruling, and being ignored
show up with an Encana employee,
when people are dying of cancer and a
and the state employees would point
report that links contamination with
to Encana’s water tests and say, ‘Look,
the process of fracking is being attacked
there’s nothing wrong with your water.’
by our representatives may just be the
They would also say things like, ‘Well,
beginning.

TRUMP

Continued from Page 5
prominent role in the presidential contest
since last spring, when he mused publicly
about joining the Republican field. His
blunt criticism of President Obama and
fierce warnings of a nation in decline
resonated with tea party activists. At one
point, polls showed him briefly surging to
the top of the field.
Trump
stirred
controversy
and
considerable criticism during that time by
openly questioning the validity of Obama’s
birth certificate, lending credence to the
chorus of “birthers” who believe Obama
was not born in the United States and
thus is ineligible to be president. The fuss
pushed Obama to release a long-form
version of his birth certificate, proving he
was born in Hawaii in 1961.
The president dismissed Trump as a
“carnival barker” for ginning up the issue
and then memorably skewered his nemesis
at the White House Correspondents’

Visit utbradio.com

Association dinner in Washington, which
Trump attended.
Trump announced last May that he
would not be a candidate for the GOP
nomination. But he welcomed other
hopefuls to his office at Trump Tower on
Manhattan’s Fifth Avenue for strategy
sessions. Romney made the trek, as did
former candidates Michele Bachmann,
Herman Cain and Rick Perry.
Trump even took Sarah Palin out for a
widely publicized pizza dinner in Times
Square when she was considering a
presidential bid. But the 2008 GOP vice
presidential nominee ultimately decided
against running.
Gingrich visited Trump in December
when he was topping polls in Iowa and
nationally. After the meeting, Gingrich
told reporters he had persuaded Trump to
mentor a group of children from some of
New York’s poorest schools. The gesture
came after Gingrich was criticized for
suggesting that poor youngsters should do
janitorial chores in their schools to learn
the importance of work.

Facebook.com/utbradio

A win-win situation
RentaStudent.com connects
students to companies
By Joe Molina

THE COLLEGIAN

Are you tired of working for minimum
pay, penciling in last-minute shifts and
gaining no experience in your future
professional field? If so, RentaStudent
could be for you.
RentaStudent
is
an
innovative
outsourcing
website
dedicated
to
connecting students and businesses.
Morgan
Dierstein,
founder
of
RentaStudent, said that as of 2012 “we
have more than a thousand students
registered ... and 200-plus businesses,
too.” Students can avoid choosing sides
in the classic dilemma: work out of your
field for low wages or take on an unpaid
internship.
Biology graduate students Mario
Marquez and Jonathan Le both agreed
that their commitment as full-time
students this semester has left them with
“spare odd hours” for work.
“It’s a little difficult to find a little extra
supplemental income when you are a fulltime graduate student,” Marquez said.
“We have to put in 19 hours a week in the
lab ... then we have to do our homework
and go to our classes.
“I think [RentaStudent] will be great
because ... you work from home, you work
on your spare time and you’re working on
something relative to your field.”
Le was not aware outsourcing
opportunities, such as RentaStudent,
were available online and found the idea
revolutionary.
The jobs range from proofreading and
data entry to web design and software
programming.
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Continued from Page 5
presidency, a red line for any incumbent.
A Gallup survey showed Obama’s approval
ratings dropping in North Carolina,
Virginia, Pennsylvania, Ohio and Florida,
all critical to his re-election. In New
Hampshire, which Obama carried in 2008,
he had an approval rating of about 38
percent.
Adding to the concerns, the Congressional
Budget Office estimated this week that the
economy would grow only 2 percent this
year. It also predicted an unemployment
rate of 8.9 percent on Election Day.

“I would consider it, especially
[because] you can work at your own pace
and you can pick specific projects in your
field,” Le said.
On average a project pays around $700,
Dierstein said. Students can choose to
apply for multiple projects at a time and
compensation is always secure with two
available payment options at the student’s
and business’ choice.
The first option initially has the
employer deposit a lump sum. Once the
job is done, the student gets paid via
check, PayPal or preferred account.
Contrary to rushing a job to get paid,
the second and more popular option is the
“milestone” method. Employers match
milestones to deadlines to ensure quality
work and discourage stressful situations
for the student. When a milestone is
reached, the student gets paid a certain
amount.
After
registration,
verification
and publication of a student profile
nut-shelling accumulated skills and
experience, you can begin searching for
projects, Dierstein explained.
Satisfied employers have the option to
display comments and rank good work
on the student’s public profile, making
it practical and accessible for review
and consideration for other scouting
companies.
“The good thing about it is that you
are getting paid [and] it’s a way to add to
your résumé [some] work experience, not
academic experience,” Marquez noted.
“In the future, it can help you get a better
job.”

With a long grind ahead among
Republicans, Obama will try to show voters
that he and Congress aren’t completely in
campaign mode.
The White House hopes the first result
will be a law in which Congress polices itself
on insider trading, then a deal to extend a
payroll tax cut. All the while, Obama will
be issuing executive orders to try to jolt the
economy and win over voters. He also will
keep up a brisk pace of fundraisers.
“In 2008 we needed to make change--we
needed change,” said Gaylene Kanoyton,
who leads the local Democratic committee
in Hampton, Va. “The theme for 2012 is we
need to guard the change.”
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Exhibit examines creation,
afterlife of the King James Bible
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Stress stinks

Reach your enlightened side
with breaths of fresh air
By Joe Molina

THE COLLEGIAN

More than 70 people attended English Associate Professor Diana Dominguez’s lecture on the King James Bible Thursday night.

JOE MOLINA/collegian

Washington, D.C., and the National Endowment for the
Humanities. The exhibition will travel to 40 libraries until
THE COLLEGIAN
2013.
Milagro Hernandez, the events and exhibits coordinator
In 1611, the then Aramaic-, Hebrew- and Greek-language
Bible was translated into English, known as the King for UTB/TSC’s libraries, said she and English Professor
James Bible. Four hundred years later, students, faculty Mimosa Stephenson applied for a grant to have the exhibit
and community members are marveling at the afterlife in Brownsville last April. UTB was the only university in
of the book at the “Manifold Greatness” exhibit in the Texas selected to host the exhibit.
Hernandez said UTB was chosen because the King
Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial Library.
James
is the most commonly used version of the Bible in
The exhibit, a traveling display for libraries, tells the
South
Texas.
story of the origins, creation and impact of the book. The
“It opens the opportunity for people to get better
exhibit is sponsored by the Folger Shakespeare Library in
educated on the origin of
the King James Bible,” she
said of the exhibit.
Hernandez said she
applied for the grant
because she thought it
would be an interesting
exhibit to have at UTB.
“You … don’t hear so
much about these types
of exhibits,” she said.
“We thought it would be
something that is very
interesting to have here.”
The exhibition includes
seven large panels filled
with text and pictures on
the front and back about
the King James Bible. Also
featured are a 1946 King
James Bible and other
antique Bibles, DVDs of the
“The Book of Eli” and “A
Charlie Brown Christmas”
(plus a replica of the tree)
and a modern pink Bible.
The exhibit has sparked
interest across the Rio
Grande Valley. Hernandez
Donate your plasma at Talecris Plasma Resources to
said nursing homes have
called to coordinate trips
help save the lives of patients worldwide and earn
for their residents.
The background also
up to $100 this week as a new donor.
documents the influence
of the Bible in literature,
Hernandez said.
Students and professors
1401 East Washington Street
Monday: 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
are scheduled to speak on
different topics centering
Brownsville, TX
Tuesday: 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
on the King James Bible.
(956) 982-0445
Wednesday: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Stephenson was the first
Thursday: 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
speaker on the opening
www.talecrisplasma.com
Friday: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
night of the exhibit Jan.
26. She lectured on the use
Saturday: 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
of the King James Bible
in American literature,
particularly in the work of
Nathaniel Hawthorne.
“I wanted to get across

By Marlane Ashley Rodriguez

Earn $100 this week

See BIBLE, Page 12

If you’re the lost freshman walking into the middle of a
lecture or the senior glaring at your worst class schedule
yet, then you are probably familiar with the sound of
stress harping at your temples.
Set to debut at UT-Brownsville next month, the Youth
Empowerment Seminar workshop will focus on helping
students reach enlightenment and secured happiness.
From the clueless freshman to the time-contortionist
senior, yesplus workshops help energize and build
confidence while making awareness of and creating
connections to the student’s surroundings.
Sweta Kumar, volunteer coordinator for the Art
of Living Foundation, said enlightenment can mean
different things to different people. Students might find
their enlightenment side pertaining to performing more
confidently during exams.
What is stress? It’s when you want to achieve more and
don’t have enough time, Kumar said.
The stress management program covers several
essential categories to enlightened living.
When you are angry, scared or tired, Kumar said, “every
emotion has a certain breathing pattern and then there is
Sudarshan Kriya, [which is] a rhythmic breathing pattern
which helps you ... slide into meditation effortlessly.”
Sudarshan Kriya is a yoga and meditation breathing
technique that delivers a feeling of deep relaxation and
a sense of renewal, according to a news release from the
nonprofit organization.
Once Sudarshan Kriya has been covered, yesplus
participants will experience a series of guided meditations
to help increase focus and concentration.
Knowledge and self-awareness is a large component of
the course and focuses on finding freedom from negative
patterns of the mind. The idea is to educate students and
leave them with peacefulness and the ability to live in the
present moment, not in the past.
“We remember one insult much more than 10
compliments we [receive],” Kumar said. “What’s being
taught is very [helpful] in dealing with day-to-day life.”
Ultimately, the student will leave the workshop with
an arsenal of peaceful techniques to engage in their
commitments with more power, confidence and positive
impact.
“To shoot an arrow forward, we must first pull the
string back,” Kumar said. “To be dynamic in action, first,
you need to be in a very peaceful state.”
After completing the workshop and to permeate the
student’s life with the benefits acquired from Sudarshan
Kriya and meditation, the yesplus participants will be
provided with the opportunity to attend follow-up weekly
meetings.
The yesplus four-day course is exclusively for university
students and costs $100.
Yesplus is recruiting 10 volunteers to promote and
manage the workshop sessions.
The workshops have been held at more than 50
universities across the United States including Harvard,
Stanford, UCLA, Texas A&M and UT-Austin.
The yesplus workshop will take place from 5 to 9 p.m.
March 1 and 2 and from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. March 3 and 4 in
the Student Union.
Interested student volunteers should contact Kumar
no later than Feb. 15 at sweta.kumar@artofliving.org. For
more information about the program or workshop, visit
youplus.org and artofliving.org.

“Like” us
on Facebook.
facebook.com/utbcollegian
@utbcollegian
/utbcollegian
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Name: Amy Escalante
Classification: Junior
Major: Education
Clothing: blouse, Old Navy ($15); jean
shorts, American Eagle Outfitters ($24);
sandals, Rack Room Shoes ($12)
Accessories: bracelet, thrift store ($85);
necklace, Mexico (gift); toe ring, South Padre
Island ($20); flower (homemade)
Who/what inspires your style? “Anything
with flowers.”
Describe your style in three words:
“Bright, summery and casual.”

--Compiled by Marlane Ashley Rodriguez

SHOTS&
LABELS

Miguel Angel Roberts/collegian photos

Experience the Best Chinese Cuisine in Town
Dine-in, Takeout & Delivery

Lotus Café
at Boca Chica

2489 Boca Chica Blvd.

℡: (956) 982-1888

☆ Cooked fresh by your ordering
☆ Traditional table service
☆ Amazing prices
www.lotuscafe.us

Thank You!
Brownsville Herald Readers
for selecting us as 2010 & 2011
Best Oriental Food
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FRONT ROW CAPTIVATION
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Above
The UTB/TSC Faculty String Quartet performs Wednesday night in the Arts Center. Members of the quartet are (from left) Martha Placeres, Joaquin Ruiz, Paul-Hermann
Zieschang and Patricia Lopez. The group performed selections from Beethoven, Weber and Boccherini.
Left
Violinists Martha Placeres and Joaquin Ruiz perform Allegro, Beethoven’s Opus 18 No. 1 in F major, for the Patron of the Arts 27th season celebration.

The mime menagerie
012
‘ZooZoo’ promises fun for
2011-2all ages

By Marlane Ashley Rodriguez
THE COLLEGIAN

Firefly bug eyes, hungry anteaters,
hitchhiking rabbits, introverted frogs,
cranky polar bears, insomniac hippos and
tricky penguins will be taking over the
Arts Center at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday.
The 90-minute music, mime and dance
production includes life-size puppets from
Imago Theatre, a company in Portland,
Ore. The puppets will present comedic
skits.
Arts Center Director Dan Barnard said
the production will engage the audience
from the beginning to the end.
“You will be unable to keep from smiling
during the show,” Barnard said.
He said “ZooZoo” was brought here
because of the large number of children in
Brownsville.
“We thought we would do a show that
would appeal to families,” he said. “It’s a
show unlike anything we’ve ever had.”
Tickets are $6 and $10 for UTB/TSC
students with ID, $29 to $59 for adults
and $10 to $29 for children. For more
information, visit utb.edu/artscenter.
Coming up
The Faculty Jazz Quartet, featuring
Terry Tomlin, Tom Nevill, Richard Urbis
and Matt Johnson, will perform at 8 p.m.
Feb. 15 in the Arts Center.

Donald Hamm leads the South Texas Mass Choir last February in the SET-B Lecture Hall.

courtesy photo

Reflecting on rich history

Minister cites contributions of African-Americans
By Samantha Ruiz
THE COLLEGIAN

The U.S. commemorates every February
as Black History Month. Americans
Associate Professor Michael Quantz and
celebrate the rich past and the future of
adjunct faculty member Jonathan Dotson
African-Americans.
will perform on guitar at 8 p.m. Feb. 16 in
Donald Hamm, founder and director of
the Arts Center.
The South Texas Mass Choir and pastor
Tickets for both concerts are $10 for
of Kingdom Connection Worship Center,
adults, $5 for senior citizens, children and
said that this month honors the inspiring
UTB/TSC students with valid ID.
stories of African-Americans and how they
overcame great obstacles.
“Many African-Americans [have] made
great achievements in their fields, such as
George Washington Carver, who was an
inventor; Rosa Parks, an activist; Michael
Jordan and Willie Mays, athletes; Michael
Jackson, singer and music artist; the
“Move over Blue Man Group, FROGZ! is in town!”famous Oprah Winfrey, talk show host;
– The Boston Globeand last but not least, our President of the
“Innovative!” – Morning Post (Hong Kong) United States--Barack Obama,” Hamm
told The Collegian via email and telephone
“Sure fire, Very Funny!” – The New York Times interviews. “It is a time that we reflect on
the rich legacy of the African-American
culture.”
Asked why it is important for Hispanics
to know about black history, he replied
that it is important to respect and have a
concept of what other people’s cultures are
about.
“From Hispanic culture, African culture,
to even hearing-impaired culture,” Hamm
said, “we are a diverse group of human
beings living here on Earth [and] in
order to survive we must understand one
another.”

Imago Theatre

ZooZoo

7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 8

SPECIAL STUDENT
PRICING
$6 orchestra front

“Black history is American history, just
like Spanish history,” he said. “We all
should be trying to learn [it].”
This month gives him the opportunity
to share the many gifts, talents and
contributions that African-Americans
have made to society, Hamm said.
He is proud, like many Americans, of
the many African-Americans who have
changed the course of U.S. history.
“Dr. Martin Luther King and the
successful civil rights movement, the role
Tuskegee Airmen played in World War
II, and most recently, the election of the
nation’s first African-American President,
Barack Obama,” Hamm said. “Of all the
accomplishments of African-Americans,
these I am most proud of.”
However, he said African-Americans
still face many challenges today.
“As far as the economy is concerned,
African-Americans still experience the
highest unemployment rates, there’s still
a racial element, although things are
better now,” Hamm said. “Some racism
still exists as far as African-Americans
are concerned, and minorities, not just
African-Americans [and] the inequality in
the workplace.”
Hamm said he wants to collaborate with
UTB/TSC and the City of Brownsville to
try and plan more events for Black History
Month next year and get people involved.
In 2009, Hamm said he took a group of
Hispanics from the Rio Grande Valley on a
civil rights tour of Montgomery, Ala., and

See HISTORY, Page 12
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Egypt police, protesters
clash after soccer riot
Associated Press

CAIRO--Anger over a deadly soccer
riot erupted in fresh clashes that injured
nearly 400 people Thursday as security
forces fired tear gas at fans and other
protesters who accused police of failing to
stop the bloodshed.
The violence--which comes as security
has
been
steadily
deteriorating-threatened to plunge the country into a
new crisis nearly a year after a popular
uprising forced former leader Hosni
Mubarak to step down.
A network of rabid soccer fans known
as Ultras vowed vengeance, accusing the
police of intentionally letting rivals attack
them after Wednesday’s Egyptian league
match in the seaside city of Port Said
because they have been at the forefront
of protests over the past year, first against
Mubarak and now the military that
assumed power after his Feb. 11 ouster.
Security officials said 74 people were
killed in the world’s worst soccer violence
in 15 years.
The riot in Port Said began when local
Al-Masry fans stormed the field following
a rare 3-1 win against Cairo-based AlAhly, one of Egypt’s most popular clubs,
and began attacking their rivals, forcing
hundreds in to a narrow stadium exit,
only to be crushed against a locked gate.

BIBLE

Continued from Page 7
that the Bible is a very important source
for allusions in literature,” she said. “If one
is to read Western literature, one needs to
know the Bible in order to recognize the
allusions and know what they mean.”
Stephenson said about 60 people
attended the opening of the exhibit.
“We were very pleased that so many
people came; it really is an exciting thing
that UTB got that grant,” she said.
Royce Taylor, a sophomore nursing
student who has a degree in theology,
will compare the King James Bible to
other popular English versions at 6:30
p.m. Wednesday at the exhibit. Taylor will

HISTORY

Continued from Page 11
Atlanta.
“They learned a lot that they weren’t
being taught in the textbooks here in
reference to black history, AfricanAmerican history and the civil rights
movement,” he said.
Hamm said that Brownville and
neighboring cities should celebrate and
host events for people to learn about what
African-Americans endured and still
continue to endure today.
According to a history of the university
posted on the UTB web page, “In August
of 1906, [Fort Brown] was occupied by
an African-American infantry. There
was significant racial conflict between
the townspeople of Brownsville and the
soldiers at the fort. On Aug. 13 and 14,
1906, someone or several people “raided”
Brownsville by firing shots in the town.
One man was wounded and another man
was killed during the raid.
“The townspeople immediately blamed
the soldiers at Fort Brown for the incident.
The U.S. Army investigated the incident
and found the African-American soldiers
stationed at the fort guilty of raiding the
town. Secretary of War William H. Taft

The fighting was rooted in a longstanding, deep rivalry between the two
teams, but it rapidly took on a political
tone as lawmakers and the public widely
denounced the police for standing by as
the violence escalated. Some Al-Ahly fans
said they had hung banners making fun of
Al-Masry supporters in Port Said before
the game, apparently provoking the local
fans to riot despite their victory.
The police force, which has been at the
heart of the Egyptian grievances leading
to the uprising, has remained a source
of tension after Mubarak’s ouster. The
police have been accused of continuing
to use heavy-handed tactics and resisting
reform. But they also found themselves at
times unable to manage crowds, fearing
they would be vilified.
What began Thursday as a peaceful
march from the Al-Ahly headquarters
in Cairo descended into fury as more
than 10,000 protesters reached the area
outside the Interior Ministry building
near Tahrir Square, the epicenter of
last year’s popular uprising that ousted
Mubarak.
Adel Adawi, a Health Ministry official,
was quoted by the state-run news agency
as saying 388 protesters were injured
outside the Interior Ministry, most from
tear gas inhalation as well as bruises
and broken bones from rocks that were
thrown.
explain the similarities and differences
among versions of the Bible.
Taylor said he chose that topic because
of the confusion people have over the
different versions of the Bible.
“I have read through most of the major
Bibles,” he said. “I’ve done a lot of studying
between the verses, comparing the verses.”
Ryan Pederson, a graduate student in
English and pastor at Grace Lutheran
Church in Harlingen, will present a lecture
titled “Authority, the Reformation and the
King James Bible” at 6:30 p.m. Feb. 15.
“Manifold Greatness” is on display from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday
until Feb. 15 in the Oliveira Library’s
Exhibition Room. For more information,
call Hernandez at 882-7130.

dishonorably discharged the 168 soldiers
at the fort. Sixty years later, another
investigation was commenced and the
168 soldiers had their discharged changed
from ‘dishonorable’ to ‘honorable.’ Only
two of the 168 men were still alive at the
time.”
Anthony Knopp, a UTB/TSC emeritus
professor of history, provided The
Collegian with some historical information
on African-Americans in Brownsville via
email last Thursday.
“Some civilians worked for the railroad
(in black unions) after it arrived in
Brownsville in 1904 and lived in the
Fronton Street area,” Knopp said.
The professor said, “Probably the most
prominent black was Mittie Pullam, an
educator for whom one of our public
schools was named.”
The South Texas Mass Choir will perform
its sixth annual gospel concert at 6 p.m.
Feb. 13 in the SET-B Lecture Hall. The
event is free and open to the community.
Refreshments will be served.
This event will celebrate gospel music,
a cornerstone in African-American
communities, Hamm said. There will also
be poems and readings.
For more information, contact Hamm at
donald@southtexasmasschoir.com.
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Facebook surrenders its
privacy in IPO documents
Associated Press

SAN
FRANCISCO-Facebook is baring its
business soul.
The unveiling came
late Wednesday when the
company that depends on
people to share their lives
online filed its plans to
raise $5 billion in an initial
public offering of stock.
It’s a revelatory moment
that prospective investors,
curious competitors and
nosy reporters have been
awaiting for two years.
During that time, Facebook
established itself as a
communications hub and
emerged as a threat to the
Internet’s most powerful
company, Google Inc.
As with almost anything
crafted by a bunch of
lawyers and bankers, the
197-page prospectus that
Facebook filed with the
Securities and Exchange
Commission is filled with
boilerplate legalese and
mind-numbing numbers.
But there were some juicy
details in there, too.
Above
all,
the
documents
confirmed
what
everyone
had
been
hearing:
Facebook is very
profitable
and
getting
stronger.
The company Mark
Zuckerberg started
with some friends
in 2004 has seen
its annual revenue
soar from $777
million in 2009 to $3.7
billion last year. Facebook’s
earnings have grown at a
similar rate too, ballooning
from $122 million in 2009
to $668 million last year.
Facebook ended 2011
with $3.9 billion in cash.
That’s a relatively small
amount compared to the
nearly $45 billion that
Google has in the bank.
Facebook’s
prosperity
has been fueled by a steady
expansion of its audience,
making its website a more
attractive marketing vehicle
for ads, which account
for most of the company’s
revenue. Facebook ended
last year with 845 million
users, up 39 percent
from 608 million at the
end of 2010. Those users
share their interests and
preferences prodigiously.
Facebook recorded a daily
average of 2.7 billion “likes”
and comments during the
final three months of last
year.
Facebook has become so
addictive that more than
half its audience--483
million users--log in every
day.
Facebook’s revenue total
disappointed some people
who pored through the

documents. One reason:
The company generates
about $4.39 in revenue
per user. “That is a
surprisingly low number,”
said University of Notre
Dame finance professor
Tim Loughran, who studies
IPOs. Google’s annual
revenue of nearly $38
billion works out to more
than $30 per user of its
services.
“Facebook needs to find
more ways to get revenue
from their users,” Loughran
said.
Facebook listed its most
promising
expansion
opportunities as Brazil,
Germany, India, Japan,
Russia and South Korea.
The
company,
based
in Menlo Park, Calif.,
eventually hopes to make
its service available in
China if it can navigate rules
requiring online content to
be censored if the Chinese
government considers it to
be objectionable or obscene.
The IPO filing gives
some clue when Facebook

“

If this unfolds like most
hot IPOs, Facebook will
probably try to sell its
shares at a premium. That
could mean an IPO price
in the $35 to $40 range.
Investor demand, though,
ultimately will dictate the
pricing.
Facebook still hasn’t
listed
how
many
outstanding shares it has,
but the documents make it
possible to make a rough
estimate of the company’s
market value at the end of
last year. Financial notes
in the filing show Facebook
calculated it had about 2.9
billion fully diluted shares
at the end of December. That
works out to a market value
of about $86 billion, based
on Facebook’s $29.73-pershare self-appraisal.
At that price, the nearly
534 million shares that
the 27-year-old Zuckerberg
owns are worth about
$16 billion. The filing
indicates Zuckerberg will
sell an unspecified number
of shares in the IPO to
cover a tax bill for
exercising a stock
option to buy 120
million
shares.
Zuckerberg
has
been collecting a
$500,000
salary
but that will fall to
one dollar next year
at his own request,
according to the
filing.
Other
big
winners in the IPO
include: Facebook
co-founder
and
old
Zuckerberg friend, Dustin
Moskovitz,
who
owns
nearly 134 million shares;
venture capital firm Accel
Partners, which owns 201
million shares; Russian
investor DST Global Ltd.,
which owns 131 million
shares; and former PayPal
CEO Peter Thiel, who owns
nearly 45 million shares.
Hundreds
of
other
Facebook
employees
could become millionaires
because
they
receive
stock as part of their
compensation. Facebook
has about 3,200 employees
now, nearly 2,000 more
than it did two years ago.
Facebook also shared
some of its biggest worries
in the filing. Among other
things, it cited Google’s
ability to use its dominance
in Internet search to
promote its Google Plus
social network. Facebook
also frets the possibility
that regulators in Europe
and the U.S. may impose
tougher
privacy
rules
that would make it more
difficult for the company to
stockpile information about
its users.

Hundreds of
other Facebook
employees could
become millionaires
because they receive
stock as part of their
compensation.

”

is likely to surpass 1 billion
users. If it can add users at
roughly the same pace as
last year, Facebook should
surpass the 1 billion mark
this summer.
As it is, Facebook already
generates 44 percent of its
revenue outside the U.S. The
company is also developing
other sources of revenue
beyond online advertising
faster
than
Google.
Advertising accounted for
85 percent of Facebook’s
revenue last year. It made
up 96 percent of Google’s.
Facebook’s other revenue
sources include the 30
percent cut of sales it takes
from game makers and
other external applications
companies that sell things
on its website.
The big question is
whether
Facebook’s
numbers are impressive
enough to fetch the lofty
IPO price. It’s still too
early in the process for
Facebook to reveal how
much it intends to ask for
its shares, but Wednesday’s
filing
provides
some
clues. Facebook valued
its Class B common stock
at $29.73 at the end of
December, down slightly
from appraisals of $30.07
in June and September.

NOTICIAS EN ESPAÑOL | 13
Influencia y preservación del libro sagrado Estudiante
6 de febrero de 2011
the collegian

Por Marlane Ashley Rodríguez
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En el año 1611, la Biblia,
originalmente escrita en arameo,
hebreo y griego, fue traducida
al inglés y dicha traducción es
conocida como la biblia del Rey
Jacobo.
Cuatrocientos
años
después, estudiantes, docentes
y miembros de la comunidad se
maravillan ante la preservación
del libro en la exhibición “Manifold
Greatness” en la biblioteca
Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial.
Esta muestra movible para
bibliotecas, expone la historia
de los orígenes, creación e
impacto del libro sagrado. La
exhibición, que viajará a 40
bibliotecas
diferentes
hasta
el 2013, es patrocinada por la
biblioteca Folger Shakespeare en
Washington, D.C. y por National
Endowment for the Humanities.
Milagro
Hernández,
coordinadora de eventos y
exhibiciones de las bibliotecas
de UTB/TSC, dijo que ella y la
profesora de inglés, Mimosa
Stephenson,
solicitaron
un
subsidio para traer la exhibición a
Brownsville, el pasado abril. UTB
fue la única universidad en Texas
seleccionada para recibir esta
exposición.
Hernández dijo que UTB fue
elegida porque la versión de la
Biblia más usada en el sur de
Texas es la del Rey Jacobo.
“Esto le abre la oportunidad
a la gente para obtener un

joe molina/COLLEGIAN

La profesora de inglés Diana Domínguez expone el tema “From Caedmon to King James” durante la
exhibición de biblias “Manifold Greatness”, el pasado jueves en la biblioteca Arnulfo L. Oliveira.

conocimiento más amplio sobre
el origen de la biblia del Rey
Jacobo”, ella dijo refiriéndose a la
exhibición.
Hernández dijo que solicitó
el subsidio porque consideró
interesante tener esta exposición
en UTB.
“Uno…
no
escucha
regularmente sobre este tipo de
exhibiciones”, ella dijo. “Creímos
que sería muy interesante tenerla
aquí”.
La exhibición incluye siete
paneles grandes con información
y fotos sobre la biblia del Rey
Jacobo, en ambos lados. También
se presenta una biblia del Rey
Jacobo de 1946 y otras biblias
antiguas, algunos DVD de “The
Book of Eli” y “A Charlie Brown
Christmas” (más una réplica del
árbol) y una moderna biblia color
rosa.
Esta exposición ha despertado

interés a través del Valle del
Río Grande. Hernández dijo
que las residencias de personas
de la tercera edad han llamado
para coordinar viajes para sus
habitantes.
También se documenta la
influencia de la Biblia en la
literatura, según Hernández.
Estudiantes
y
profesores
estaban previstos para hablar
sobre diferentes temas que se
centran en la biblia del Rey
Jacobo.
Stephenson fue la primera
oradora de la noche en la apertura
de la exhibición el pasado 26 de
enero. Ella habló sobre el uso
de esta biblia en la literatura
estadounidense, particularmente
en el trabajo de Nathaniel
Hawthorne.
“Quise enfatizar que la Biblia
es una fuente importante de
referencia en la literatura”,

dijo ella. “Si se pretende leer
literatura occidental, se debe
conocer la Biblia, para reconocer
las alusiones y conocer su
significado”.
Stephenson dijo que cerca de 60
personas asistieron a la apertura
de la exhibición.
Royce Taylor, un estudiante
de enfermería de segundo año
que tiene un título en teología,
comparará la biblia del Rey Jacobo
con otras versiones populares
escritas en inglés, el miércoles
a las 6:30 p.m. en la exhibición.
Taylor explicará las similitudes y
diferencias entre las versiones de
la Biblia.
Taylor dijo haber elegido dicho
tema debido a la confusión de la
gente sobre las distintas versiones
de la Biblia.
“He leído la mayoría de las
biblias más importantes”, dijo él.
“He hecho un extensivo estudio de
los versos, comparándolos”.
Ryan Pederson, un estudiante
de posgrado de inglés y pastor
de la iglesia Grace Lutheran
en Harlingen, presentará una
charla titulada “Authority, the
Reformation and the King James
Bible” el 5 de febrero a las 6:30
p.m.
“Manifold Greatness” estárá
exhibiéndose de 8 a.m. a 5 p.m.
de lunes a viernes hasta el 15 de
febrero en el salón de exposiciones
de la biblioteca Oliveira. Para
más información, contacte a
Hernández al 882-7130.

Una situación en la que todos ganan

RentaStudent.com conecta a los estudiantes con las compañías
Por Joe Molina

THE COLLEGIAN	

¿Estás cansado de trabajar por
un salario mínimo, de apuntarte
para cubrir turnos a última hora
y de no obtener experiencia para
tu futuro profesional? Si es así,
RentaStudent podría ser para ti.
RentaStudent es un sitio
de internet innovador de
subcontratación que se dedica a
conectar estudiantes y negocios.
El fundador del sitio web,
Morgan Dierstein, dijo que
hasta ahora “tenemos más de
mil estudiantes inscritos… y 200
negocios más, también”.
Los estudiantes pueden evitar
encontrarse con el clásico dilema:
trabajar fuera de su campo de
estudio por un sueldo bajo o hacer
prácticas sin recibir paga alguna.
Los estudiantes de posgrado
de biología Mario Márquez y

Jonathan Le coincidieron en que
su compromiso como estudiantes
de tiempo completo este semestre,
los ha dejado con “irregulares
horas libres” de trabajo.
“Es un poco difícil encontrar
ingresos extras suplementarios si
eres un estudiante de posgrado de
tiempo completo”, dijo Márquez.
“Tenemos que trabajar 19 horas
en el laboratorio… después, hacer
nuestras tareas escolares e ir a
clases”.
“Pienso que [RentaStudent]
será apropiado porque… trabajas
desde tu casa, en tu tiempo libre y
en algo relacionado con tu campo
de estudio”.
Le no sabía que oportunidades
de
subcontratación
como
RentaStudent estaban disponibles
en línea y lo consideró una idea
revolucionaria.
Los trabajos abarcan desde
correcciones de textos y captura

de datos, hasta diseño de páginas
web y programación de software.
En promedio, el pago por un
proyecto es de $700, Dierstein
dijo. Los estudiantes pueden elegir
solicitar diferentes trabajos a la
vez; la compensación económica
es siempre segura y se cuenta con
dos opciones de pago según los
requerimientos del estudiante y
del negocio.
En la primera opción, el
empleador deposita la suma total.
Una vez que el trabajo está hecho,
el estudiante recibe el pago en un
cheque, por PayPal o a su cuenta
bancaria.
En contraste con hacer
rápidamente un trabajo para
recibir el pago, la segunda y
más común opción es el método
“punto de guía”.
Los empleadores igualan los
puntos de guía con las fechas
límite para asegurar la calidad

del trabajo y evitar situaciones
estresantes para el estudiante.
Cuando un punto de guía se
alcanza, el estudiante recibe una
parte de su pago.
Después de la inscripción,
verificación y publicación del perfil
del estudiante y de sus resumidas
habilidades
y
experiencia,
éste puede comenzar a buscar
proyectos, explicó Dierstein.
Los empleadores satisfechos
tienen la opción de publicar
comentarios y calificar el trabajo
en el perfil público del estudiante,
lo que le da practicidad y
accesibilidad a la revisión que
hacen otras compañías.
“La ventaja de esto es que estás
recibiendo un pago y agregando a
tu currículo experiencia laboral,
no académica”, dijo Márquez. “En
un futuro, esto te podría ayudar a
conseguir un mejor trabajo”.

de hoy
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Nombre: Anyelin Roche
Edad: 26 años
Especialidad:
Traducción
e
interpretación y educación en español
Clasificación: Estudiante de tercer
año
Fecha de graduación: Diciembre
de 2013
Promedio: 3.80
Ciudad natal: Cabaiguán, Sancti
Spíritus, Cuba
Pasatiempos: “Me gusta correr y
montar bicicleta, pasar tiempo con mi
novio y disfrutar de la lectura”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Yo me
veo como una mujer realizada y
casada. Definitivamente miro éxito en
mi vida”.
Metas
escolares:
“Planeo
graduarme y me miro regresando por
mi maestría y doctorado”.
¿Cuál es tu inspiración? “Mi
mamá, porque siempre ha salido
adelante, y las personas que me han
apoyado.
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? “Ser
maestra de traducción en un nivel
universitario”.
¿Qué técnicas utilizas para
estudiar? “Presto atención en la
clase y planifico mi tiempo para
organizarme”.
¿Cuál es tu consejo para los
alumnos de nuevo ingreso?
“Que lleguen a la universidad con una
meta fija para que no pierdan tiempo
y que utilicen los recursos que la
universidad ofrece”.
Anécdota: “Yo siempre me he
caracterizado por mi ímpetu de
participar en clase y, cuando apenas
llegué a la universidad, no sabía
inglés y eso me incomodaba un poco,
porque yo sabía las respuestas pero
no cómo responder. Finalmente, un
día en la clase de economía rompí el
hielo y respondí a lo que la profesora
preguntó; lo más vergonzoso fue que
la maestra no me entendió por mi
acento; eso me alentó a practicar más
el idioma e inclusive a practicar frente
al espejo”.
--Recopilado por Jasmin Euceda

La historia neoleonesa a través de fotografías

Christopher Peña/FOTOS COLLEGIAN

El cónsul de México en Brownsville,
Rodolfo Quilantán (en medio),
da el discurso de apertura de la
exhibición “Nuevo León: Imágenes
de nuestra memoria”, perteneciente
al Instituto Cultural de México en
San Antonio. Las 30 fotografías
difunden imágenes de la sociedad
neoleonesa en los siglos XIX y XX,
de acuerdo a un correo electrónico
emitido por la cónsul para asuntos
culturales Evangelina García-Moreno.
A la izquierda se encuentra el cónsul
adscrito Sergio Jacobo; a la derecha,
Patricia Tapia de Quilantán, esposa
del cónsul titular. Esto se llevó a
cabo el 1o de febrero en el ITEC
Center.

Pedro Villarreal, estudiante de
tecnología radiológica de segundo
año, observa la fotografía titulada
“Gimnastas del círculo mercantil”,
de Roberto Ortiz. La exposición
surgió a través de una invitación
de CONARTE de Nuevo León con
la que se pretende recuperar la
historia del estado de Nuevo León
por medio de imágenes.
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All about Astros

Birdie of the Week

Name: Krystal Garza
Classification: Senior
Major: Art
Sport: Golf

Valerie Nichole Secrease/collegian photos
Houston Astros relief pitcher Fernando Rodriguez, second baseman
José Altuve and third baseman Jimmy Paredes visited Brownsville
last Wednesday to start getting people excited about their upcoming
season. While in Brownsville, the ballplayers went to Chick-fil-A on
Expy. 77/83 and helped serve sandwiches, attended a pep rally at
Lucio Middle School, took pictures and handed out baseball cards
at the Brownsville Sports Park, and signed autographs at Academy
Sports & Outdoors. The Astros also greeted fans at the Events
Center, answering their questions and handing out signed cards. The
team opens its season April 1 against the Detroit Tigers.

Above: Houston Astros second baseman José Altuve (second from
right), poses with young fans Wednesday at the Brownsville Sports
Park. Shown at right is relief pitcher Fernando Rodriguez.
Left: Relief pitcher Fernando Rodriguez signs a baseball bat for a
young fan Wednesday at Academy Sports & Outdoors.

Dorsett suing NFL
Associated Press
The helmet-to-helmet shot knocked Tony Dorsett
out cold in the second quarter of a 1984 CowboysEagles game, the hardest hit he ever took during his
Hall of Fame NFL career.
“It was like a freight train hitting a Volkswagen,”
Dorsett says now.
“Did they know it was a concussion?” he asks
rhetorically during an interview with the Associated
Press. “They thought I was half-dead.”
And yet, he says, after being examined in the locker
room--a light shined in his eyes; queries such as
who sat next to him on the Cowboys’ bus ride to the
stadium--Dorsett returned to the field and gained 99
yards in the second half. Mainly, he says, by running
plays the wrong way, because he couldn’t remember
what he was supposed to do.
“That ain’t the first time I was knocked out or been
dazed over the course of my career, and now I’m
suffering for it,” the 57-year-old former tailback says.
“And the NFL is trying to deny it.”
Dorsett traces several health problems to
concussions during a career that lasted from 197788, and he has joined more than 300 former players-including three other members of the Pro Football
Hall of Fame, and at least 32 first- or second-team
All-Pro selections--in suing the NFL, its teams and,
in some cases, helmet maker Riddell. More should
have been done in the past to warn about the dangers
of concussions, their lawyers argue, and more can be
done now and in the future to help retired players deal
with mental and physical problems they attribute to
their days in the NFL.
In interviews conducted by the AP over the last two
months with a dozen plaintiffs, what emerged was,
at best, a depiction of a culture of indifference on the
part of the league and its teams toward concussions
and other injuries. At worst, there was a strong sense
of a willful disregard for players’ well-being.
“It’s not about whether players understood you
could get a concussion playing football. It’s about the
negligence of care, post-concussion, that occurred,”
says Kyle Turley, an offensive lineman for the Saints,
Rams and Chiefs who was the No. 7 overall pick in the
1998 draft and an All-Pro in 2000.
Players complain that they carried owners to their
profits, in an industry that now has more than $9
billion in annual revenues, without the safety nets of
guaranteed contracts or lifetime medical insurance.
“Yeah, I understand you paid me to do this, but still
yet, I put my life on the line for you, I put my health on
the line,” Dorsett says. “And yet when the time comes,
you turn your back on me? That’s not right. That’s not
the American way.”

Head injuries are a major topic of conversation
every day of the NFL season. With the Super Bowl
as a global stage, the NFL was scheduled to air a
one-minute TV commercial during Sunday’s game
highlighting rules changes through the years that
have made the sport safer.
The owners of the teams playing for the Lombardi
Trophy in Indianapolis--Bob Kraft of the New England
Patriots and John Mara of the New York Giants-acknowledge the issue’s significance.
“There’s more of a focus on it now, without
question, and I think that’s a good thing, and I think
it’ll continue to be a focus. Because none of us want
to put players in perilous situations like that,” Mara
says. “I don’t want to see guys that are on this team, 20
years from now, with debilitating injuries, no matter
what they are.”
Says Kraft: “We know this is a physical game, and
when people play the game, they know it comes with
certain risks. We have tried to stay ahead of it.”
The most accomplished and best-known plaintiff
in the flurry of lawsuits--a star for the Cowboys after
winning the 1976 Heisman Trophy at Pittsburgh-Dorsett agreed to two interviews with the AP, one over
the telephone and one at his suburban Dallas home.
“I don’t want to get to the point where it turns
into dementia, Alzheimer’s. I don’t want that,” says
Dorsett, who ran for 12,739 yards, the eighth-highest
total in league history. He is, in that moment, sad and
deflated--in others, pumped up and angry, fists flying
to punctuate his words. “There’s no doubt in my mind
that ... what I went through as a football player is
taking an effect on me today. There’s no ifs ands or
buts about that. I’m just hoping and praying I can find
a way to cut it off at the pass.”
He spreads two pages’ worth of brain scans on his
coffee table and says doctors told him that red regions
in the color-coded scan mean he is not getting enough
oxygen in the left lobe of his brain, the part associated
with organization and memory. He already forgets
people’s names or why he walked into a room or where
he’s heading while driving on the highway, and fears
his memory issues are getting worse.
Dorsett’s had surgery on both his knees, and
problems with his left arm and right wrist. He says
then-Cowboys coach Tom Landry once told him he
could play despite a broken bone in his back. Not even
the flak jacket Dorsett says he wore beneath his jersey
could bring relief, the injury so painful that “tears
would just start flowing out of my eyes, profusely and
uncontrollably” during practices.
“They would see me and just point to the training
room. ‘Go to the training room, get some ice and heat
and come on back out here,’” Dorsett says.

What inspires you to play golf?
“Well, my dad really inspires me to play golf. I’ve been playing since my
sophomore year in high school, and we always go play on the weekends.”
If you could meet someone famous, whom would it be? Why?
“It would be Tiger Woods; he is a great golfer and great athlete. I love
watching him play.”
What are some of your hobbies?
“My hobbies are playing golf, going to the beach and hanging out with
my friends.”
What responsibilities come with being the captain of the golf
team?
“Well, first is school; you have to have a good GPA, and then practice. I
have to practice every day. Even though I can’t practice with my team,
I try to practice every morning and on the weekends, especially. I
have to maintain my grades and then just be a good role model for the
underclassmen.”
What skill do you wish you had?
“I wish I was a great chipper in golf. I’m a great putter and everything
else, but chipping, I need a little more work at.”

--Valerie Nichole Secrease

Battle Ready

Christopher Peña/collegian photos

Freshman Lisandro Villar reloads his air cannon while avoiding being eliminated during last
Wednesday’s Bongo Ball Mania event in the REK Center.

Sophomore
kinesiology major
Richard Garcia fires
his air cannon.

@ utbcollegian.com
For more photos, check out our new redesigned website.
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The College of Education
now offers a new cohort starting in fall 2012.

Doctor of Education in Curriculum and Instruction
with Specialization in:
BILINGUAL STUDIES
online
EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY
HIGHER EDUCATION TEACHING

SUBMIT YOUR COMPLETED APPLICATION
(INCL. GRE) BY APRIL 1, 2012 FOR FALL 2012.
All forms and information are available at:
utb.edu/educationdoctoral
For questions or appointments, contact:
2012
Dr. Peter Gawenda, Coordinator of the Doctor of Education C&I
OUTSTANDING DISSERTATION
(956) 882-5769 • peter.gawenda@utb.edu

Dr. Mario Ferrón

WE’LL CHANGE YOUR LIFE.

Fall 2011 UTB Graduate
.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SERVICES
utb.edu/online • myutb.blackboard.com
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